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household finances, and improving student behavior and academic achievement. iv, v, vi, 

vii, viii, ix  The pandemic-era waivers made it possible for schools across the country to 
offer universal free meals to all their students for the 2021-22 school year. Millions 
more students were able to participate in free school meals, allowing them to 
experience the health and educational benefits associated with access to free school 
meals.x This proposed rule could help address child hunger in states in which 
Nemours operates and nationally. In Delaware, it is estimated that 1 in 7 children face 
hungerxi and in Central Florida, the estimates are 1 in 5 children.xii The Delaware 
Department of Education estimated that the expansion of CEP would qualify an 
additional 18,000 students for free school meals.  
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approximately 5 percent decline in food insecurity for participating households. xxiv 
 
CONCLUSION 
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