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appropriate supports.  Unfortunately, it is estimated that m ore than 45% of children 
diagnosed with a behavioral health disorder do not receive treatment. v 
 
At Nemours Children’s H ospital , Delaware , our  emergency department  saw an  increase  of 
more than 80%  in visits for suicidality or intentional harm in 2021 compared to 2020 . 
Nemours Children’s H ospital,  Florida  from 2020 to 2021, saw a 55% increase in patients in our 
emergency department with chief concerns of suicidality or intentional harm. Our behavioral 
health providers across our system have shared that our  patients are increasingly 
experiencing higher levels of anxiety and depression, and grief from deaths of caregivers or 
family members. In outpatient and ambulatory care  across  our Florida operations , 85% of 
children screened had anxiety, depression, or another form of a behavioral health symptom.  
 
We applaud the  Surgeon General for raising the youth mental health crisis as a priority public 
health challenge. As the Surgeon General notes in his advisory, it will take time to resolve the 
many mental, emotional and behavioral ( MEB ) health  challenges that children and youth are 
facing . However, the time to begin is now. We urge Congress to consider these five priorities 
to address barriers to providing high quality pediatric and youth mental health  preventive 
services, supports and  care:  
 

• Address the s ocial factors  that contribute to p oor m ental health  
• Support the pediatric MEB  health  workforce  
• Strengthen reimbursement for MEB  health  services  
• Sustain and e xpand access to t
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and test integrated, community based pediatric collaborations that align financial incentives 
and resources across Medicaid and other public and private programs to address SDOH , 
improve  MEB health  an d well -being,  and reduce health disparities among pediatric 
populations. Models would be designed with input and engagement from community 
residents, Medicaid beneficiaries, and organizations, and be informed by a comprehensive 
needs and assets assessment in target communities.  
 
Additionally, we encourage Congress to d irect CMS to review the early and periodic, 
screening, diagnostic and treatment (EPSDT) requirements and how they are being 
implemented across the states to support access to needed mental health services and early 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/509?r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4944?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+4944%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=1
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https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/168/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22TREAT+Act%22%2C%22TREAT%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&r=4&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/168/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22TREAT+Act%22%2C%22TREAT%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&r=4&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2112/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22EASE+Behavioral+Health+Act%22%2C%22EASE%22%2C%22Behavioral%22%2C%22Health%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2112/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22EASE+Behavioral+Health+Act%22%2C%22EASE%22%2C%22Behavioral%22%2C%22Health%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1798/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22TIKES+Act%22%2C%22TIKES%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/1798/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22TIKES+Act%22%2C%22TIKES%22%2C%22Act%22%5D%7D&r=1&s=2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4943?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+4943%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4943?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22hr+4943%22%5D%7D&s=5&r=1
mailto:Daniella.Gratale@nemours.org
mailto:katie.boyer@nemours.org
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