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July 2, 2021

Ms. Shalanda Young

Acting Director

Office of Management and Budget
Executive Office of the President

Dear Ms. Young:

Nemours Children’s Health (Nemours) thanks you for your leadership in advancing equity in our
nation and for the bold vision set forth in Executive Order (EO) 13985. We believe real change
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justice has highlighted the unbearable human costs of systemic racism.” Disparities within
racial, gender, sexual orientation, disability and other categories exist in numerous areas of life.
Decades of research demonstrate that substantially reducing disparities requires a multi-
generational approach. Starting in the early years of a child’s life and even preconception,
provides substantive opportunities to build a foundation of strong health, education, and
economic outcomes for future generations.* As the Office of Management and Budget (OMB)
begins assessing current agency policies and actions, we strongly support efforts to center equity
and engage underserved populations, including children, youth and families, to deepen our
understanding of the challenges communities face and develop effective policy responses.



Evidence shows that factors like trauma and stress in a mother’s life prior to conception, during
pregnancy, and throughout the early postnatal care period can impact the life course of her
child.? Such negative impacts on a child’s health can result from both severe but also more

moderate levels of stress and trauma on the mother.2



individuals. The Annie E. Casey Foundation (AECF) has developed a Race Equity and Inclusion
Action Guide with the goal “to provide key audiences with transferrable insights and tools that
can help them understand what steps to take to make sure they are creating equitable






guidance, provide technical assistance, disseminate best practices, and implement waivers to






As referenced above, the Kids Impact Initiative has developed recommendations for
implementation of child impact assessments that ensure that youth input has been included in the
process and that the impact of the proposed policy on equity has been considered. Moreover,
OMB and a Federal Children’s Cabinet could share tools with states and localities to identify and
assess the opportunities that exist within their respective locales to address equity. For example,
the Child Opportunity Index examines the extent of racial/ethnic inequity in the distribution of
children across levels of neighborhood opportunity. Increasing the use of tools to identify where
the greatest inequities exist can help identify neighborhoods that are disadvantaged across
multiple dimensions and that are appropriate sites for community development and other place-
based interventions.®
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Conclusion

Nemours commends your leadership in advancing EO 13985. Achieving whole child and family
well-being grounded in equity will require the whole of government approach that you are
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